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Early Learning & Human Services
Committee

SB 5079

Brief Description: Requiring the department of social and health services to notify the military
regarding child abuse and neglect allegations of families with an active military status.

Sponsors: Senators O'Ban, Conway and Dammeier.

Brief Summary of Bill

* Requires the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) to forward reports of
physical or sexual abuse of a child to military law enforcement if appropriate.

* Requires the DSHS to notify a Department of Defense Family Advocacy Program
regarding certain child abuse and neglect allegations that involve a child whose
parent is in the military.

Hearing Date: 2/17/15
Staff: Luke Wickham (786-7146).
Background:

Reports of child abuse and neglect.

The Children's Administration (CA) of the Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) is
responsible for responding to reports of child abuse and neglect. It is the duty of the CA to
assess the risk of child maltreatment, while it is the duty of law enforcement to investigate
whether a crime occurred. Anyone may call a toll free number to report such allegations.

The CA must report physical and sexual abuse allegations to the proper law enforcement agency.

Federal law provides that the Secretary of Defense (Secretary) shall request that each state report
suspected child abuse and neglect to the Secretary. The Department of Defense (DOD) policy
encourages local commands to develop memoranda of understanding for cooperation and sharing
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of information with local child welfare agencies. Several DSHS offices in the state have
established memoranda of understanding with nearby military installations.

Department of Defense Family Advocacy Programs.
The DOD established the Family Advocacy Program (FAP) to prevent child abuse and domestic

abuse through public awareness, education, and family support programs. Upon receiving a
report of abuse, the FAP generally begins an investigation into the allegations. The information
gathered during the investigation will be presented to a Case Review Committee, which will
make a determination of whether the domestic abuse or violence allegation is substantiated.

A substantiated report could lead to the provision of mandatory counseling and education for the
abuser or recommendations to command regarding whether court martial and separation from the
services is appropriate.

Summary of Bill:

The DSHS must forward reports of physical or sexual abuse of a child to military law
enforcement if appropriate.

The DSHS must make efforts to determine the military status of parents or guardians whose
children are subject to abuse or neglect allegations. The DSHS must notify a FAP if there are
allegations of abuse and neglect that have been screened in and are open for investigation related
to a child whose parent or guardian is in the military.

Appropriation: None.

Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the bill is
passed.
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